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1. A mechod for inscantiacing proj ecti/ models as 
insnances of a process model to which chey 9onfoirm 
comprising che seeps of 

supporting the work ir^ process fav/rendering said 
5 process models as elements of a comput^-based system, 
and 

supporting the work of the pjfocess by rendering 
said project models as elements of /a computer-based 
system, 

10 2. A method for modelir)^ work processes 

comprising the steps of 

instantiating a plurality of objects by abstract 
or concrete classes, and inc/uding at least a decision 
class and a data class, 
15 relating each deci^on object co one or more data 

objects which it produces. 

requiring, for at/ least one decision object, at 
least one data object a^ a prerequisite to its activation 
or completion, and 
"20 optionally generating additional subclasses or 

instances of said decision and data classes. 

3 . The metthod of claim 2 further comprising the 
step of relating An arc or link class linking a first 
decision with a /second decision. 

25 4. ThjB method of claim 2 further comprisinq the 

seeps of 

ger.efating a decision role class specialized into 
at least c^o subclasses, each with differing behaviors, 
and 

30 defining for each decision role class the 

communioat ion requirements among the incumbents of roles 
participating in a decision, the rights of each such rols 



wo 97/38386 




• 



PCT/US97/05969 



- 42 - 




class incumbencs wich respecc co (a) yfencering daca 
elemencs in a database, (b) cnodifyiTO elemencs in a 
database and/or (c) reading elements from a database. 



f 5 . A method for travers/ing networks including 

5 nodes and directed arcs compri/ing the steps of 

utilizing messaging between said nodes and arcs 
and collections of said arcs/ and 

determining the membership of said collections by 
at least one of their entrw nodes and exit nodes. 

10 6. A method of madelling and managing work 

processes comprising the/ steps of 

using a network A/hose nodes are abstract decision 
situations, and / 

providing arcs^ directed by decisions based on 
15 logical precedence. / 

7. The meDnod of claim 6 further comprising the 
step of / 

requiring^ nodes to support participation of 
multiple persorjB in differentiated roles. 




